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Traite des Resections et des Operations Conservatrices Qu’on 
Peut Pratiquer sur le Systeme Osseux. Par le Prolesseur L. Ol¬ 
lier, de Lyon. Tome II. Membre Superieur. Paris, G. Masson, 
1889, pp. 614. 

Resections and Conservative Operations on the Osseous Sys¬ 
tem. By L. Ollier, of Lyons. 

This book is the second volume of an elaborate and thorough treat¬ 
ise on resections, and comprises all the conservative operations which 
can be done on the skeleton. The second volume is entirely limited 
to the upper extremity, that is, the shoulder, arm, fore-arm and hand. 

The historical notice preceding each chapter on resection, together 
with the valuable chapters on the post operative treatment of the pa¬ 
tient, and on the method used in palliating or obviating the deformi¬ 
ties, add greatly to the interest and value of the book. 

The last chapter, some 18 pages in length, is entirely devoted to the 
growth of the upper extremity after the various resections practised 
upon it, and the causes which may give rise to disturbances in the 
growth of its various segments. 

This volume gives an admirable presentation of the successful work 
done by this eminent surgeon, specially since the introduction of anti¬ 
sepsis in surgery. 

Up to December, 1887, Ollier resected the shoulder-joint 30 times > 
and he divides his cases as follows: For acute or chronic osteo-arthritis, 
25 cases ; for irreducible dislocations, 2 cases ; for neoplasms, 1 case ; 
for traumatisms (gun shot wounds), 2 cases. 

Both cases of resection for gun shot wound died, the first from car¬ 
diac disease three days after operating, the second ten days after, 
from an uncontrollable diarrhcea from which he had been suffering for 
four days previous to his being wounded on the battle field. 

Of the other cases of resection of the shoulder, only one death was 
directly due to the operation ; that was of pyaemia. In six cases, the 
resection of the shoulder did not seem to check the progress of the tu¬ 
berculosis, and the patients died from their trouble, at a time varying 
in 1 case 10 days, and another 10 months from the date of operation. 
The age of Ollier’s patients ranged from 12 to 60 years. The elbow- 
joint was resected 169 times by Ollier, with the following results : 64 
times in preantiseptic days, with 10 deaths or a mortality of 15.38 per 
cent, and 105 times since, with two deaths or a death rate of 1.90 per 
hundred. 
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The patients ranged in age from 21 months to 72 years, and the dis¬ 
ease was more frequent on the right side than on the left. The ulti¬ 
mate results are excellent, only two flail joints and four cases of com¬ 
plete ankylosis occurring in his series. 

Ollier calls attention to the fact that in the thirty (30) cases of resec¬ 
tion of the elbow done for orthopoedic purposes ; no deaths occurred. 

M. Ollier resected the wrist-joint 43 times, and five patients died 
either as a result of the operation or a short time after, of the five 
deaths two occurred in preantiseptic days. Since 1877 he resected the 
wrist in 38 cases, with 3 deaths; one of these was due to shock, for the 
patient’s leg was amputated at the same time that his wrist was re¬ 
sected, the patient having been badly mangled by a fall. 

The book is clearly written, profusely illustrated by 156 wood cuts, 
and is deserving of the careful perusal of every surgeon. 

F. C. Husson. 



